
Leaping before you look

Danny Norrington-Davies

International House London

2014



Leaping before you look

 encouraging trainees on pre-service courses 
to work with emerging language during 
observed lessons

 exploring how many trainees feel 
beforehand

 discussing the experience and impact post 
lesson and post course



Some issues

 they don’t believe they can do it

 they worry about being put on the spot

 they worry about losing control

 they like the security of pre-planned input



Some issues

 they don’t notice it or “can’t hear it”

 they can’t decide what’s important

 they worry about putting students on the 

spot



Course design

 Day 2: Language from a text and guided 

discovery

 Day 4: Setting up activities and giving feedback

 Day 6: Options and outcomes – using the 

course-book your way

 Day 9: TBL & working with emerging language

 Day 9: Correcting and reformulating errors



Course design

 observation tasks

 no language analysis form in the lesson 

plan

 retrospective language analysis forms



Lesson planning

 “When should I deal with language?”

 “What language should I focus on?”

 “What problems will the students have?”

 “Why don’t you see what happens?”
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Feelings beforehand

 “I felt quite nervous about it, not having 
specifically practised how to do it” 
(Elizabeth)

 “I’m not sure I’ve planned enough” (Stefano)

 “I was worried about only going into the 
lesson with a piece of A4 and an anecdote 
and every other lesson took a lot longer to 
prepare, so I was more nervous” (Neil)”



How did new language emerge?

 questions about texts

 preparation for speaking tasks

 teacher – student Q&A

 feedback



How was the experience different?

 “It flowed naturally and the need for 

explaining just happened very naturally -

not like when I did it” (Stefano)



 “It felt more exciting, like I was really 

present in the lesson as it was happening” 

(Elizabeth)

 “I felt like I was teaching the students 

more than the plan”



 “I didn’t concentrate on one particular 

point so I felt less constricted” (Neil)

 “I felt for the first time that I’d actually 

been teaching rather than presenting”



 I felt like a real teacher (anon)



New techniques and skills

 “I learnt to listen and help them say what they want 
to say rather than make them use a grammar point” 
(Ros)

 “I realised I could take my time, which allowed me to 
use some techniques I’d learnt on the course” 
(Joanna)

 “I realised I can answer questions about meaning if I 
know what they want” (anon)

 “I realised it was just like monitoring but to 
everyone” (anon)



Planning for future lessons

 “It was nice not having to guess what all 
the problems would be” (Ros)

 “I didn’t have to plan for 24 hours” (anon)

 “I realised that lessons could be freer in 
terms of language and structure” (Neil)

 “I realised I needed lots of spaces” (anon)



Some significant impacts

 “It didn’t really impact on the course as it 

was right at the end, but I now deal with 

emerging language everyday. I always enjoy 

this aspect of teaching, as discovering 

meaning together always leads to a nice 

‘eureka’ moment” (Elizabeth)



 “It gave me more confidence in 

addressing a group of students and 

breaking down any barriers” (Neil)

 “It taught me that I quite enjoyed 

teaching, which came as a shock“ (Neil)



Some suggestions

 trainers need to actively encourage 
trainees because they many don’t trust 
themselves to be able to do it

 trainees need to be reminded that they 
do have time to deal with emerging 
language if they factor it in as part of 
the lesson

 trainees will notice what emerges if 
they have to rely on it



Some suggestions

 feed in the idea of emerging language early in the 
course

 make sure trainees know it’s not all about errors and 
jargon

 encourage learners to look at teachers working with 
emerging language in observations

 let trainees know that you are there to help them if 
they can’t answer something

 make the experience part of feedback & share it
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The criteria

 4i) Analysing language with attention to 

form, meaning and phonology and using 

correct terminology

 2f) focusing on language items in the 

classroom by clarifying relevant aspects 

of meaning, form and phonology to an 

appropriate depth


