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Research questions

1) Do guided visualisation activities after 

reading narrative texts result in greater 

recall in subsequent text reconstructions?

2) What impact does this treatment have 

on subsequent learning?



Research methods

Visualising group (VG)

14 students

Non-visualising group (NG)

12 students

Predict from the title what the story is about and guess what happens 

next. Learners read the text

• Discuss what happened next

• Guided visualisation 

• Create posters of their images

• Discuss what happened next

• Answer comprehension questions

• Work out the meaning of unknown 

lexis

5 days later: Text reconstruction for both groups

Semi structured interviews with highest and lowest scorer in each group

4 weeks later: Semi structured interviews with highest and lowest scorer in 

each group



Example of a group poster



Marking the text reconstructions

1) Propositions/idea units

Few people came to visit

 Many people didn’t visit the house (1 mark)

 No many people visited their house (1 mark)

 Pritchard (1990)



Marking the text reconstructions

2) Lexical items 

Mrs Foster, stern looking in an ermine fur coat

 She wore a fur coat made of ermine’ (2 

marks)

 ‘she was wearing a coat made from a type of 

animal’ (0 marks)



Results of the text reconstructions

Lexical recall

 VG (M = 7.07, SD = 4.48) and the NG (M = 

4.94, SD = 1.98), t(29) = 1.76, p = .088

Lexis & propositions combined

 VG (M = 26.14, SD = 5.44) and the NG (M = 

21.12, SD = 5.38), t(29) = 1.83, p = .077



Interview data

 All participants claimed to use mental 

imagery when reconstructing the text

 High image strength amongst the highest 

scorers

 Difficulties caused by unknown lexis 

emerged as a major theme



Interview data

 3 participants reported consciously using 

visualisation techniques at word and text 

level

 All reported continued difficulties caused 

by unknown lexis



Discussion

1) Do guided visualisation activities after 

reading narrative texts result in greater 

recall in subsequent text reconstructions?



Discussion

2) What impact does this treatment have 

on subsequent learning?



Limitations and implications 

for future research

 Small sample size

 The possibility of sampling errors

 NG staging

 Time to implement strategies



Pedagogical implications

 Helping learners to visualise as part of a 
course

 Emphasize the importance of sensory 
experience in course design

 Pre-teaching difficult lexis or revisiting 
texts



Matching the idea to principles

 The text and tasks are language rich

 Learners are affectively engaged

 Learners are cognitively engaged

 Learners are sometimes helped to pay 
attention to form

 Learners are given opportunities to use the 
language for communication

 Tomlinson 2014
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