
The House on Mango Street lesson plan (B1+) 

 

Overview 

Sophia and I created this worksheet for one of her Grade 10 literature classes in her school 

in China. Over the course of the semester, the students will read ‘The House on Mango 

Street’, a short story by Sandra Cisneros, and explore the story along with aspects of the 

genre, style and language. They also do general language development and academic 

writing skills. Even though your class will not be using this book, I think this is a nice stand-

alone lesson and an engaging and intriguing text. The story is under 50-pages long, so a 

teacher can encourage their students to continue reading it if copies can be found, or it 

could be used as a class project. The English text has been translated from Spanish, so for 

Spanish speaking students the story can be read as a parallel text. 

 

Lesson procedure 

 

Optional lead-in/preparatory homework: Students research the writer 

 

1) Lead-in: Engage students in the topic. See provisional questions or ideas below 

 

• Do you remember the first home you lived in? What was it like? 

• What is the difference between a house and a home? 

• What does your house look like? What would your dream home look like?  

 

2) 1st Reading: Read Part A.  

 

• Do you think Esperanza and her family will move to a house like the one she 

describes?  

• Alternatively, students draw the house Esperanza describes and then answer the 

question. 

 

3) 2nd reading: Read part B. Students check if their ideas were correct. Ask the follow-

up question below and explore ideas before moving on to the 3rd reading task. 

 

• How do you think Esperanza feels about the new house? 

 

4) 3rd reading: Look at task 3. Students read texts A and B and fill in the table. 

 



5) Exploring reasons: Look at the sentences from Part A below. Why is Esperanza using 

‘would’? To add a practice task/noticing task beforehand, delete the examples of 

would + verb from text A. The Students then fill in the gaps. 

 

 
They told us our house would have running water 

 
Our house would be white with trees around it 

 
When we took a bath we wouldn’t have to tell anyone 

 

 

 

6) Optional follow-up question:  Do you think that Esperanza will grow to like the 

house on Mango Street? Read the rest of the book and find out. 

 

7) Replication/transposition tasks: 

 

 

• Students replicate text A by describing their dream homes from stage 1. 

• Students write questions to interview Esperanza. 

• Students write a letter from Esperanza to her parents complaining about the 

situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


